
LETTER SENT TO PUBLIC HEALTH UNITS BY ONTARIO MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

  

As you are aware, amendments to Ontario Regulation 268/18 under the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017 

(SFOA, 2017) were made to address the prevalence of youth vaping. These amendments strengthen the 

restrictions on youth access to vapour products to protect children and youth under 19 from the harms 

associated with vaping and address parental, public and health stakeholder concerns about the increase in 

youth vaping.   

 

These amendments will come into effect on July 1, 2020:  

 

⦁    Restrict the retail sale of flavoured vapour products to Specialty Vape Stores and Cannabis Retail 

Stores, except for menthol, mint and tobacco flavours. 

⦁    Require Specialty Vape Stores to ensure that indoor vapour product displays and promotions are not 

visible from outside their stores. 

⦁    Restrict the retail sale of vapour products with high nicotine concentrations (>20 mg/ml) to Specialty 

Vape Stores.  

  

The Ministry is aware that COVID-19 is having an impact on the normal operation of businesses as well as 

Public Health Units (PHUs). 

 

The Ministry expects businesses to continue to make best efforts to comply with these upcoming 

regulatory changes despite the circumstances and is not delaying the implementation of these 

amendments. 

 

The ministry is however encouraging PHUs to work with retailers to ensure compliance by providing and 

prioritizing education and awareness in the first few months of implementation.  Consideration should be 

given to employing this approach until December 31, 2020, as this timing aligns with Health Canada’s 

planned approach (see attached letter) to enforcing the upcoming new labelling requirements of the 

Vaping Products Labelling and Packaging Regulations (VPLPR) enacted under the Tobacco and Vaping 

Products Act (TVPA) and the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act (CCPSA). 

 

The Ministry expects PHUs to use their discretion with respect to enforcement. Retailers that have been 

impacted by closure due to COVID-19 may require more time to adjust their business practices (e.g., 

convenience stores may require more time to remove high nicotine vapour products from their inventory). 

If you have any questions about this email, please do not hesitate to contact 

TobaccoEnforcement@Ontario.ca. 

 

Thank you for your continued partnership.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dianne Alexander 

Director  

 

Health Promotion and Prevention Policy and Programs Branch   

Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, Public Health, Ministry of Health 

mailto:TobaccoEnforcement@Ontario.ca.

